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IN A DESPERATE TIME,
A FEARLESS RESCUE

A few miutes later the eoloret in
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U.5. 8¢ numr ‘anms J. Dodd of Connecticut is a member of 1 Forcran

f}’rr\ul( nt A xho e
Wonth Dodd hecanic
t‘ﬂ’bc’,& wothes g acle,

‘ﬂu.oooo

vormmand of the Gurkha batialion
ourst through the front door m full
hatte dress, his mustache bristting.

“Where are those God-damned
bastards?" he shouted. ‘Il give them
S8 nunuies 1o retien Ilrauhao M

have Jusg rt,-}urn;d l'rom 4

the fofmer. Bclglan Congo,
wanted to inforaymyself at first hand
-about this. complcx situation and o
tind vut whether some formuta could
be devised: that would result in the
sation’s rcumlkmun )

Lahg l[’ruv n

itie press. This i$ what happened:

My Dodd and [ were invited 1o an -

munite dinner by Sheridan Smith,
head ol Mobitoil for Katanga. We
<l out in President Tshombe's own
vt which he had made available for
e duration of my stay, and wuh an

Geart of five motoreyele gendarmes.

In-the car -with -us were four other
vuestss the-ULS. consul, Lewis. Hoff-
Acker and his wife, my assistant Da-
wid Marun. and the military escort,
ticut. Colone! Thomas Tarpley.

- A~ weapproached our destination,
wy saw g ruck parked in the middie
A the road with a cluster of soldiers
sound My st thought was that
boad beerca traffic acewdent. But
dtew up beside the truck, 1 saw

Le gieure of George Ivan Smith, o
N officn) whom I had met earlicr,

\k of the truck: and in the glare of

alight Fyaw a third man, Brian
i1, Brotush UUN. official, be-
. retied wod pummeled by a group
widiers swinging their rifle butts.
i (Sud'\ ke, hdphxc“' Urquhart
Ated: They're going to kil me!™
At that point HofTacker took onc
* e bravest actions I have cver seen.
i lw.;k.d out of the car shouting that
o was the American consul and that
wete all the guests of President

ANDS OF BULLETS festoon vehicle carrying Ka-
asoldier towand area where U.N troops are dugin,

V

in ¥ lmbcmnllc. lhc LAinal fKay
d :

¢ dead. In front

h\m Al]d ratsed
ey did not actually

; dﬁm the, only parthy

th from the truck to

nd rescued the second
HWened out o be the e
. Bank of Congo in Ka-

autes that scemed

nj"t_g"hqn ified silence
Wen

T as thc slﬂ;% on uround us
= On the tg one soldicr it Ur-

Slout wath his ritle,
e U.N., official was
5t oar the gen-
darmes of our es@on, who were un
armed, attempted 10 reason aih the
soldiers. A Congoiese covilian 1 o
white shirt jumped between then,
screaming and gesticuiating and virg-
- ing the soldiers on. An excited soldier
_-clicked theg bolt 07 his riflc ntroduc-
"ing a carfridge Into the chamber,
Within s Malf . losen others
had follows! hic coamnp ind had
pointed tholi o 'de.” rifles .. ihe car
Another solaer pulled i o kinde
It seemed gbvious that o) hicll wos
about to break Yoose in u e
seconds. HofTacker had rescucd two
of the three men. Now he ha oo ke
anagonzing decision {1 a0 went
back 1o get Urqubart, e vt
endingering all the oceupanis ol the
carancluding two women. H tid the
only thing he could have done Wi
must save Urquhart,” he said. but it
lear we needed help. Hotfacker

VAU Fiv-enmn t on ot
Baw " Srct qOWN On (hg

W:f“ “*They may shoot.”

ith four people in the front and
five-in the rear, this was casivr sand
than done. But we pushed Miv Dndd
and Mrs. Hoffacker down *o rthe
floor, brought our own head:
as possible. and sped away

(AR

We reached the presidentia) palace
safely, and 1atked to Interior Minister
Munongo and Forelgn Affairs M-
ister Kimba, who promised to do alt
they could to find Urquhart and de
liver him to the U.S. consulatc We
hurried to the consulate 1o wail

FACES OFf FEAR
fanulies Aee ortar shelling, tuggmg their belongings.,

hes ot back by, then T storm the
presidential palace, 1 don't care of |}
lose every man in my battalion.”

We all realized that if the Gurkhas
started ~hooting - might set o
massacte 1 which thousands of peo-
ple -probubty includmg Urquhurt (f
he was all alive— would tose their
iives. The colonel’s behavior con-
Armed my worst fears about the Jack
of restraint and lack af response to
crvibia connrol of certain otlicery in
the UN command. Finally, after
much persaasion, the colonel shn-
mered down and agreed 1o wait unul
P20 pom e was thep almost 10100,

As 11 d'clock wofled around. Hort-
acker phoned the colonel’s commund-
ing otficer and appealed 10 him 1o
wrder a further delay. The order was
dehvered to the angry Gurkha hy
avmored car at 11520+ just 10 minutes
before his deadline:

Meanwhile Hoffacker was keeping
1 constant wuach wath the presidential
palace by phone. Munongo kept say-
ppothe Uiguhart was alnve, but he
wos st npable o produce him, Ou
sedethe consune, the Gurkha coloned
wdt pething restlos AU TE3O pan.,
Munonpn wold Hoffacker he had lo-
cated Loguhintand would get ham 1o
the U'S consubie in 10 ninutes.

Howas welf after mutmght when
Lorguhaan Snahy was delnered

Uigqubart and the two men who
had beea savet carlien were all pretes
Badlhy banged up they had such -
Wy broken by and fingeey
MO Bone was sononsly hort,

M thice had heen seized 1 the
~ame house wewere headed for, Smich
nd Willame were dinner guests as we
waie Urqubart bad just stopped by
tor g mmute, The Katangese soldiers
and the whitesshirted agitator had
burst in, grahbed them and hustled

thclu out of Hu hmw~
raaskn \I(JL w e 1K1

denl was carru,d out by cnemies of
Presidént Tshombe who knew 1 was a
Tshombe supporter and who were at-
wmptng to cmbiitass both of us.
he mcident obvioasly was planned
by someone wio knew the tme and
plave of the dinner aod wanted certinn
picsts it not others, Under the cir-
cumstances, ther seizure of the two
N oticals is understandable. Bat
why the Belgian hanker, Mr. Willame?

My owite and David Mariin Jeel
sure they mstook hun for me. Per-
hups so b that case only the Tact that
we were ate for dinner saved me from
a hat and possibly worse
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